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THe Councit EvEction. 


Early next week the annual voting papers will be 
issued to the profession. Sixteen candidates are 
competing for eight seats, and the following is a 
list of the nominations, the first seven names being 
those of retiring members of Council :— 


Messrs. J. H. Carter, Burnley. 
J. McI. McCall, London. 
J. McKinna, Huddersfield. 
W. J. Mulvey, Chelsea, S.W. 
E. 8. Shave, London. 
W. Shipley, Great Yarmouth, 
W. O. Williams, Liverpool. 
S. H. Slocock, Hounslow. 
Kenneth Barker, Gloucester. 
RK. T. Huston, Armagh. 
4.8. Lloyd, Sheffield. 
A. J. MeIntosh, Dumfries. 
Andrew Spreull, Dundee. 
John Storie, East Linton. 
D. M. Storrar, Abergavenny. 
S. Wiltshire, Upton-on-Severn. 


None of the seven retiring members has served 
upon the Council for less than eight years, the 
majority have held office for much longer periods, 
and one is almost the oldest member of Council we 
possess. All can therefore be judged by their 
actions; and if their general record of work upon 
the Council and in the profession were the sole 
factor to influence the voters, there is no doubt 
that all would be re-elected again, as all have been 
before. Undoubtedly, however, an attempt is to 
be made to replace them by men for the most part 
quite new to veterinary politics, but pledged to op- 
pose the projected Bill. 

Not much can be said upon the election, at 
present—too much will be said within the next few 
days. It may confidently be predicted that the 
tactics of last year will be repeated by one side at 
least, and that the profession will be favoured at 
the last moment by a fervid circular in support of 
the opponents of the Bill. Very possibly a counter 
circular may be issued by the other side; if so, it 
will probably be more moderate in tone, and there- 
fore may not be so effective with a certain section 
of the electorate. Not knowing the precise nature 
of the representations that are to be made, we 
cannot comment upon them. But we advise mem- 
bers to beware of being unduly influenced by circu- 
lars issued too late for criticism—by doing so, they 
will give an unfair advantage to the side possess- 
ing the most astute electioneer. 

Our own opinion of the candidates is ge 
spoken. Apart from the one point of the Bill, all 








the old members of Council deserve re-election 
upon general grounds. And, as far as the Bill 
itself is concerned, we should vote for those who 
support it. Deplorably weakened as it is by the 
opposition it has met with, it would place us, as a 
profession, in a far stronger position than we have 
ever held before. 

What have its opponents to offer us as an alter- 
native? It must not be forgotten that the policy of 
the opposition has so far been wholly a destructive 
one, with the exception of the obviously unsatisfac- 
tory proposal of combining voluntary subscription 
of existing members with compulsory taxation of 
new ones. The income under that plan would be 
uncertain, the incidence of the tax would be alto- 
gether unjust, and yet it has been seriously advanced 
very recently by one opponent of the Bill. The 
others, if they have any constructive policy to offer 
us at all, have withheld it until it is too late to con- 
sider it thoroughly before voting upon it. 


THe DINNER. 


We are glad tc be able to announce that Mr. 
Hunting’s suggestion has received ample support 
from the profession, and the dinner will therefore 
be held on June 2nd, the day of the annual general 
meeting. It will take place in the Balmoral Room, 
Trocadero, Shaftesbury Avenue, the hour fixed being 
6.30 for 7 o'clock. 

Over sixty members have pepo sent in their 
names. Of course more names would be welcome, 
but the sooner they are sent in the more easy it will 
be to complete the arrangements. 


Tue “ NaTIoNAL”’ MEETING AT HARROGATE. 


As we mentioned before, the annual meeting of 
the N.V.A. is to be held at Harrogate on July 7th, 
8th and 9th. 

Professor Macqueen brings forward for discussion 
“Injuries of Tendons and Ligaments.” Colonel 
Appleton introduces the subject of “Our Horse 
Supply.” Mr. 8. Villar gives a paper on “ Mallein 
a Tuberculin,” and Mr. H. Sumner on “ Auto- 
poisons.” 

With such interesting and important subjects for 
consideration, introduced by such eminent mem- 
bers, the success of the meeting is assured. But 
the technical and scientific part of the meeting is 
not all. Harrogate itself is a great attraction, and 
the Yorksbire V.M.S. intends to show the members 
on the third day in what a beautiful country the 
Yorkshire inland watering place is situated. 

Members of the N.V.A, should note the early 
date in July fixed for the meeting and make the 
arrangements accordingly. } 
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BLACKLEGINE. 


W. T. Hewerson, M.R.C.V.S., Brampton, 
Carlisle. 


There have been several articles written respect- 
ing the use of Blacklegine asa preventative of 
blackquarter, some recommending its use whilst 
others condemn it. 

An interesting case came in my regular practice 
which may be of interest. A client wired me to | 
attend upon his stirks and requested me to bring 
setons. Surmising that there was trouble in his stock 
through blackquarter, I took some Blacklegine with 
me, having more confidence in it than in setons. 
Arriving at his farm I learned that four blue-grey 
stirks, value about £11 each, bad recently died of 
blackquarter. I was shown one that had died the 
day previous, and having convinced myself it had 
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| preventative, as it had been tried and found to be 
' of little or no use. He considered setons to be the 





best means of prevention, as a beast was never 
known to die of blackquarter that had been 
previously setoned. I was not able to refute this 
last statement, but I told my client that in my 
opinion no means of prevention would be likely to 
avail if the disease became manifest within a week 


after its application, as the disease would then have 


been in process of incubation. As I favoured 
vaccination, it was agreed that I should vaccinate 
thirty-seven blue-grey cattle, about a year old, with 
single Blacklegine, as supplied by Messrs. Huish, the 
vaccine being inserted under the skin about halfway 
up the tail. 

Four days later I was again requested to go and 
bring old-fashioned setons. On my arrival I found 
that one of the stirks that I had previously inocula- 
ted had developed blackquarter. I found it lying on 
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The white patches indicate the cicatrices. 


died from blackquarter, I explained to my client 
that Blacklegine was in my opinion « better preven- 
tative for blackquarter than setons, I told him I had 
inoculated a number of cattle on farms where black- 
quarter was common, and not one of the animals 
had taken the disease after inoculation. On one 
farm I inoculated the young cattle for four years 
without a single failure. The farmer thought he 
would not have them inoculated the fifth year, with 
the result he lost three of his best stirks. Last year 
I inoculated all the young cattle on this particular 
farm with the exception of three, and two of these 
three unvaccinated ones took blackquarter. 

My client informed me that he had great faith in 
setons as a preventative agent, and showed me a 
number of newspaper cuttings on blackquarter from 
an agricultural paper. The veterinary editor here 
described the disease, and spoke of it as being in- | 
curable, and in his opinion Blacklegine was not a | 





the ground emitting a soft moan when disturbed; 
the eye was bright, the abdomen over the upper 
flank slightly tympanitic, appetite and rumination 
suspended, and bowels torpid. After some difficulty 
the animal was got to its feet, and then it was seen 
to be lame in the right fore leg. On manipulation 
distinct crepitation could be felt over an area behind 
the posterior edge of the scapula and extending 
down inside the elbow joint. There also appeared 
an cedematous swelling on the inferior surface of the 
abdomen. I was convinced the animal had taken 
blackquarter. The owner wished me to kill it, as 
he felt sure it would die. I demurred, as I wished 
to see the results of the vaccine. I prescribed 
R Pot. Nit. 

Pot. Chlor. aa 3s. 

Gent. pulv. 

Aniseed puly. aa 3i. 
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Sig. This powder to be given with two pounds 
of treacle once daily for five days. The animal to 
be sheeted and placed in comfortable quarters. 
As the Blacklegine had apparently not proved a 
reventative in this case, my client decided to have 
all the others setoned; this was done. Thirteen 
days afterwards I was surprised to hear that the 
stirk was still alive, and I was requested to go and 
dress its wound. I found the skin covering the area 
of crepitation had separated all round and was 
hanging loose, being slightly attached in the centre. 
I removed the dead skin, exposing a raw surface 
behind the shoulders and inside the ulna. The raw 
surface denuded of skin would be twelve inches or 
more in diameter. Inside the ulna the dead skin 
had sloughed, forming a pocket, through which I 
put a seton and brought it out below the sternum 
to allow of drainage. The huge wound was dressed 
daily with a solution of chinosol. The skin cover- 
ing the edematous part on the abdomen sloughed 
off a few days after. The beast made a splendid 
recovery, the owner remarking “ It was the vaccine 
that saved its life, and if I had been as convinced 
then of its value as a preventive agent as I am now 
I would not have had the others setoned.” 








ACUTE ARSENICAL POISONING. 


I am thoroughly aware of the many shortcom- 
ings in the following paper, I desire tc appear in 

rint on a subject which would have been better 
vealt with by abler hands. To come to the point, 
arsenic is obtained in the crystalline form without 
much difficulty in an Indian Bazaar. This drug 
has been administered to poison cattle for a two-fold 
purpose only, either maliciously or on account of 
the gain which accrues from the sale of the skin. 
In fact Mahars or low cast Natives have the sole 
monopoly of the poisoning secret in India. It has 
been handed down to them by tradition. Nobody 
outside the class knows and appreciates the great 
analogy in the ante and post-mortem symptoms 
arsenical poisoning bears to rinderpest. In view of 
the knowledge, they carry out their nefarious prac- 
tice in ahigh-handed manner. But the delicate test 
of the chemical analyser completely baffles their 
tradition, and they stand as though thunderstruck 
when their crime is detected. Such instances are, 
however, rare; the majority go unpunished owing 
to want of direct proof against them. “Arsenic 
as a cattle poison is used in the powdered form, 
the powder being enclosed in a small piece of paper; 
the small packet is then placed in the cleft ofa 
split Jowari head, the latter being afterwards tied 
together with fine cotton and given to the animal 
to eat.” (Dr. Collis Barry.) This poison is gener- 
ally surreptitiously administered at mid-day when 
cattle are housed or under the shade ofa tree, mixed 
with food of a tempting nature such as oil-cakes or 
cakes used by the Natives of India, made out of the 
common cereals Bajri or Jowari. The owner, 
mostly an agriculturist, returns home after the day’s 
toil to find his cattle either dead or dying. The 
practical native owner considers the death of his 





animals mysterious, especially when there is no 
disease about. Consequently he communicates his 
suspicions to the police, who summon the nearest 
veterinary man, who ascertains the cause of death. 
Post-mortem done, the necessary viscera are sealed 
and despatched for chemical analysis. Long dis- 
tances have sometimes to be travelled, before a car- 
case reaches a Veterinary Dispensary and when it 
has it is considerably decomposed and tympanitic. 
The prominent symptoms observed on autopsy 
are as follows: Mummification of the carcase is 
apparent on inspection. On opening the abdomen, 
one is surprised to see the darkish redness of the 
small intestines, pointing to inflammation. Incision 
of the first division of the stomach shows imper- 
fectly masticated fodder, with the removal of which 
the dark epithelial layer is seen to come away. 
Underneath it are seen either diffused or circum- 
scribed patches of deep congestion, loose blood bas 
also been observed to stain the contents of the 
cavity. The second partition manifests slight con- 
gestion of the network. The maniplies on section 
exhibits hypremia along its borders ; in the aboma- 
sum we find extensive inflammation throughout. 
The small intestines are found filled with greyish 
offensive fluid when slit open with the scalpel. 
After washing them away you will notice the 
mucous membranes peculiarly dark, the ramifica- 
tions of the blood vessels standing out prominently, 
and.sometimes only pinhead ecchymosed spots. 
The spleen and other addominal organs show noth- 
ing abnormal. The bladder on four cases examined 
was found to be entirely empty. Analysis confirms 
cause of death. Hardly does a practitioner ever get 
a chance of seeing ante-mortem cases. Should 
he be lucky, however, he may notice tympanites, 
shivering, staring coat, blood-shot eyes, colicky 
pains, slight discharge from the eyes, stinking 
diarrhcea, paralysis of the hind quarters, animal 
down and stretched stiffly, extremities cold, body 
temperature at the latter stage sub-normal. Treat- 
ment may perhaps be attempted by him. Cattle 
form the backbone of Indian agriculture, and 
when these have been subjected to such illegal 
practices their owner not only as a matter of course 
suffers great pecuniary loss, but is also yay 
handicapped in carrying out the tilling of his ground. 
As it is there are few cattle in bodily condition for 
work in India, owing to ravages of rinderpest. 
These few removed, the agriculturist is doomed to 
starve, many families are thus liable to collapse. 
Next to his wife and children the cultivator loves 
his cattle, I therefore think that this is a serious 
matter requiring a great deal of interference and 
particular attention from the police and magisterial 
authorities concerned to see that every animal 
whose cause of death is obscure to be post-mortemed 
by a “vet” and contents submitted for analysis. 
In this way they will not only serve their country 
in a noble cause inasmuch as they will be indirectly 
instrumental in relieving distress, but also helping 
the veterinary profession to add to their knowledge 


of animal diseases. 
Avuaustinge Lopez, G.B.V.C. 








Ahmednagar, India, March 22nd. 
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ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Rustep Mal!ze. 


Nessl shows that maize quickly decomposes in 
the intestines, and that in that condition it is 
dangerous, so that it is highly improper to feed it if 
it is in any way decomposed. The three rust para 
sites of maize cause a severe inflammation of the 
stomach and intestines, cramp, and paralysis of the 
spinal cord and the centres of deglutition, as well as 
vesical and renal lesions. 

In certain stages of their development these 
maize parasites produce substances toxic to the 
nerve elements, which act more or less powerfully 
according to the resistance of the individual, and 
even a very small percentage of these parasites seems 
to be sufficient to cause grave lesions and sometimes 
death.— Tier Zentralblatt. 

. [The translator is at present engaged in trying to 
elucidate a series of clinical cases corresponding to 
the above, which he hopes to send to The Veteri- 
nary Record as soon as the laboratory control ex- 
periments are complete. } 


Meat INsPeEcTION IN HunGaARY. 


New laws have recently been passed on this head, 
and among them the following :— 

Meat inspection must in all cases possible be 
carried out by a veterinary surgeon, but if one is 
not available then by a medical man. 

Local inspectors for small villages where per- 
manent veterinary inspection cannot be arranged 
for, must receive two years training under a V.O.H. 
in charge of a public slaughterhouse. -- Hygiene 

é L. 


F. E. P. 





RuptTuRE OF THE FLOATING CoLon. 


Comte (Journal de Méd. Vét. de Lyon) records 
the following case of a horse brought to the infirm- 
ary on account of colicky pains. 

e animal was admitted about seven o'clock in 
the morning, and was then in pain, but this did not 
appear to be intense. He pawed the ground from 
time to time, looked round at his flank, and on one 
occasion showed “turning up” of the upper lip. 
The abdomen was slightly tympanitic, and the 
mucous membranes a little congested; but the 
pulse was very good. 

The case was diagnosed as one of gastro-intestinal 
indigestion from overloading with food. The prog- 
nosis did not appear very serious for the time 
being. The treatment adopted in the first place 
consisted of repeated soapy clysters. dry massage, 
and an injection of 10 centigrammes (1} grains) of 
pilocarpine. 

After the animal had been walked for a time, 
the tympany increased, and the intestine was 
therefore punctured the same morning. Mustard 
was then rubbed upon the abdomen, soapy clysters 
again given, and the horse allowed his liberty in 
a box. 





The pulse remained excellent till the evening; 
but the colicky pains, although dull, did not cease. 
The patient’s condition in the evening appeared 
alarming, but not hopeless. He died, however, 
about six o’clock the next morning. 

At the autopsy the intestinal mass was found 
covered with excrement, the greater part of which 
was accumulated to the left, the cadaver having 
been laid on the left side. 

The stomach and the cecum were crammed with 
food. A generalised congestion was extended over 
all the organs of the cavity—stomach, intestine, 
spleen and kidneys. This congestion was especi- 
ally marked at three points, viz., about the pelvic 
flexure of the large colon, in front of the lesser 
curvature of the stomach, and upon the initial por- 
tion of the floating colon. The floating colon was 
ruptured on each side about six inches from its 
commencement, both ruptures being surrounded 
by a blackish zone with bemorrhagic irradiations. 

The case was therefore one of intestinal indiges- 
tion from overloading with food, and successive 
violent efforts to defecate had caused rupture of the 
floating colon. 

The author draws attention to the persistance 
and regularity shown by the pulse from seven 
o’clock in the morning till the same bour in the 
evening. Modifications doubtless supervened during 
the night; but the post-mortem appearances seemed 
to indicate that the rupture took place while the 
pulse was completely satisfactory, and that it re- 
mained so for some time afterwards.—Annales 
de Méd. Vét. 


Tue CuratTIvE VALUE OF BEHRING’s “ TULASE- 
LAKTIN.” 


Dr. Firmin Rodriguez, of Buenos Ayres, the 
General Secretary of the Argentine Official Com- 
mission appointed to test the curative value of 
Bebring’s “ Tulaselaktin ” in tuberculosis, has for- 
warded a copy of his report to the Central Society 
of Veterinary Medicine in Paris. Vallée, who 
presented the report to this assembly, speaks highly 
of the scrupulous care with which the experiments 
were conducted. The conclusions of the report may 
therefore be considered of great value. They are 
summarised as followed :— 

(1) Bebring’s “ Tulaselaktin ” has not exercised 
an injurious effect upon the cattle experimented 
on. The local reaction at the site of injection, and 
the general symptoms attributable to a pulmonary 
congestion, have been transient and without ap- 
— influence upon the ulterior evolution of the 
esions. 

(2) “Tulaselaktin” used after the procedure 
and in the doses employed by Dr. Rémer, Behbring’s 
representative, caused neither the cure nor the 
retrogression of tuberculous lesions in the cattle 
subjected to the treatment. 

(3) The agent did not prevent the development 
of new tuberculous lesions in some experimental 
animals. 

(4) The generally satisfactory condition and the 
increase in weigkt amongst the subjects during the 
experiments cannot be attributed to the action of 
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“Tulaselaktin ’’ but to hygienic care, to excellent 
diet, and to the repose in which they were main- 
tained, with, in addition, the natural growth of the 
subjects, which in general were young animals. 
The same results are attained without the use of 
“Tulaselaktin.”—Annales de Méd. Vét. 


Concussion-NeuROsISs (NEUROSIS FROM SHOCK) IN 
THE Horse AND Doa. 


With the rapid increase of modern means of 
transit in large cities, the number of accidents 
which they cause to man and beast is also aug- 
mented. 

In very many cases, the subjects show no real 
wound ; but a severe shock to the whole body has 
been caused, which after a few days makes itself 
evident as a nervous affection. Jakob, of Munich, 
who discusses these cases in Die Wochenschrift fiir 
Tierheilkunde und Viehzucht, considers that the 
appellation of ‘“ concussion-neurosis” designates 
them more aptly than the term “ traumatic neurosis” 
which is customary in human medicine. He has 
seen the conditicn in two horses run into by electric 
trams, and in five dogs which had come into 
collision witn automobiles. 

The horses were very agitated after the accident, 
and could only be controlled with the greatest diffi- 
culty. Inthe stable, the condition of excitement 
gradually subsided. The eyes remained staring for 
a long time, and sweating was frequent. At first, 
the animals would not lie down at all ; later, they 
did so with the greatest caution and timidity. 
Momentary noises caused trembling of the whole 
body, varying in intensity with the sound. Thus, 
rapid flowing of water from a spout evoked violent 
tremors of the muscles. The action of the heart, 
and the passage of urine and feces, were all ir- 
regular. 

Both horses were fit for work again in two 
month, but were not so quiet and reliable as they 
had previously been. 

The dogs were similarly affected. Marked in- 
activity was associated with great timidity of aspect 
and behaviour. 

When gently called, the animals assumed a 
slinking, crouched deportment; and when roughly 
startled, violent muscular trembling, which lasted 
some minutes, set in. The dogs snapped and bit 
when dragged from their hiding places. In the 
open air, the symptonis of agitation became intensi- 
fied, especially in busy streets. Upon the approach 
of automobiles, the animals attempted to escape. 

In these cases, also, the behaviour became nor- 
mal again after several weeks; but, as with the 
horses, recovery was never absolutely complete— 
Berliner Tier. Woch. 


THe DiaGnosis oF BLACK-QUARTER. 


In the district of Schleswig it has been found 
that the diagnosis of black-quarter, in quite young 
animals, may occasionally be very difficult. In 
these animals the disease sometimes takes so stormy 
a course, that local black quarter lesions worthy of 
mention do not appear. 


Often nothing can be 














found in}the muscles; and only red fibrinous de- 
posits on the pleura, and a peculiar condition of the 
liver, which is dry, yellowish, and spotted with 
yellow on its cut surface, suggest further search. 
This reveals portions of muscle stained black in a 
hidden place, as under the scapula, in the pubic 
region, in the psoas muscles, or in the pillars of the 
diaphragm. 

Often only small places are characteristically 
altered; sometimes only streaky or punctiform 
black stains are found. Foth, with several other 
official veterinarians of his district, regards the 
pathological condition of the liver just mentioned 
as a diagnostic sign. On the cut surface of the dry 
yellowish liver are found ochre-yellow, dry centres 
from the size of a pea to that of a walnut, which 
are swarming with sporulating black-quarter bacilli. 
— Berliner Tier. Woch. 

W. R. C. 


ELECTION ADDRESS. 


To the Fellows and Members of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. 


Gentlemen, 

We, the undersigned candidates, solicit your 
vote and interest at the coming election of Members 
of the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons. With one exception, we have for some 
years represented you on that body, and we claim 
that we have carried out our duties faithfully, 
and have at all times done all that was possible to 
promote and maintain the best interests of the pro- 
fession. 

We have advocated, and if elected shall continue 
to support, the application to Parliament for the 
Bill formulated by your Council and approved by 
the great majority of the profession, and which is 
set out in detail in the annual report just issued. 

Our views on all the current topics before the 
profession are evidenced by our votes and the pub- 
lished reports of the proceedings of the Council, 
and it only remains for us to say that if elected we 
shall continue to advocate those principles that 
will tend to place the veterinary surgeon in the 
position that his professional education warrants, 
and which he has a right to occupy. We therefore 
with confidence ask you to vote only for those men 
whose names are attached to this address. 


(Signed) JH. Carrer, Burnley, Lancs. 
J. McI. McCauu, Board of Agriculture. 
J. McKinna, Huddersfield. 
W. J. Mutvey, Chelsea. 
E. S. SHave, Royal Vet. Coll., London. 
W. Suretey, Yarmouth. 
Srpney H. Stocock, Hounslow. 
W. Owen Wittiams, Liverpool. 
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ROYAL COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


A meeting was held at the Bell Hotel, High Street, 
Swindon, on Friday, April 30th. At the kind invitation 
of Mr. J. C. Coleman, veterinary surgeon, of Swindon, 
the members sat down, together with afew local gentle- 
men, to an excellent luncheon served at the hotel under 
the personal supervision of Councillor and Mrs. J. J. 
Brown. 

Mr. J. C. Coleman presided, and there were also 
present: Mr. E. Lionel Stroud, London, the President 
of the Association ; His Worship the Mayor of Swindon, 
Capt. Thomas Hooper Deacon ; Messrs. J. S. Hurndall, 
London ; James F. Simpson, Maidenhead, the acting 
Hon. Sec. ; S. H. Slocock, Hounslow ; W. Shipley, Yar- | 
mouth ; F. W. Hanks, Wantage ; G. P. Male, Reading ; 
W. T. D. Broad, Marlborough ; F. Samson, Mitcham ;| 
W. P. Freeman, N. Horeton, Dr. Samuel Maclean, | 
M.B.,C.M., Capt. R. Orford, R.A., Councillor J. Gregory, | 
Conncillor E. J. Horder, and Councillor J. J. Brown, 
all of Swindon. 

The usual loyal toasts from the chair were duly 
honoured. 

Mr. E. Lionet Stroup proposed the health of Mr. 
Coleman. He had treated them most excellently. They 
had known Mr. Coleman for some years, and they knew 
him to be a jolly fellow, and a keen practitioner. They | 
were indebted to him for his kindness that day. (Ap-| 
plause). The toast was cordially honoured. | 

Mr. CoLEMAN, in response, said that business was the 
order of the day, and he would not detain them with 
any speech. At the same time, he desired just briefly 
to express his thanks to them for the kind way in which 
the toast of his health had been proposed and received 
by them. He hoped that that would not be the last 
occasion when he would have the pleasure of meeting 
them. (Applause). 

Mr. James F. Simpson said there was one more toast 
he felt they ought to honour, and that was the health of 
His Worship the Mayor of Swindon, Capt. T. Hooper 
Deacon. (Applause). He was sure they all very greatly 
appreciated the presence of the Mayor with them that 
day. It was a great pleasure to him because he had dis- 
covered in the Mayor of Swindon a very old friend. He 
knew the Mayor had very many calls upon his time be- 
cause he (Mr. Simpson) had filled a similar position him- 
self, and, therefore, they appreciated all the more the 
kindness of His Worship in coming amongst them. He 
had pleasure in giving them the toast of the Mayor and 
Corporation of Swindon. 

The toast was honoured with much heartiness. 

The Mayor, in reply, said he must first apologise for 
not being present at the earlier part of the luncheon, 
but at the last moment a business matter had detained 
him. He desired to thank them most heartily on be- 
half of the Swindon Corporation and himself for the 
cordial manner in which the toast had been received. 
On behalf of the town of Swindon he extended to them 
a most warm welcome. The business with which he was 
associated brought him into contact frequently with | 
members of the veterinary medical profession, and he 
had pleasure in saying that not one single instance 
could he recall where he had not been treated with the 
utmost courtesy and fairness. (Applause). He was 
sure the members of the Swindon Corporation would 
be pleased to know that that Association had visited 
the town, and he was sure on behalf of the Corporation 
he could most cordially welcome them. It had been a 








t pleasure to him to meet them because he had 
met two old friends in Mr. Simpson and Mr. Samson. 
With his friend Mr. Coleman, he hoped that that would 
not be the last time that he would have the pleasure of 





meeting them. (Applause). 


The business meeting was subsequently held, Mr. F. 
Lionel Stroud, President, in the chair. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

The Hon. Sec. reported the receipt of telegrams and 
letters containing apologies for absence froin Messrs. P. 
Dayer Smith, W.A. Hancock, T. M. Hunt, W. Pauer, 
E. J. Mellett, R.C. Tennant, J. Pennington, C. Wood 
Page, S. Villar, R. F. Wall, P. J. Simpson, J. A. Todd, 
H. G. Simpson, J. Varney, J. East, E. Laurence, J, 
Hatch, R. J. Verney, H.G. Lepper, R. Roberts, E. P. 
Owen, L. Barnard, T. W. Lepper, A. L. Butters, A. 
Broad, G. E. King, J. H. Wilson, F. Bayley, Prof Me- 
Call, (Major Cranford, Major Meredith, Col. Pymm, 
Councillor Tunbridge, and the Medical Officer of Health 
for Wiltshire. 


CoRRESPONDENCE. 


Sale of Instruments—Several replies were read 
from various Associations with reference to Mr. King’s 
resolution relative to the sale of instruments by instru- 
ment makers to other than veterinary surgeons. 

The PRESIDENT said the replies they had received 
certainly went toshow that the various associations and 
societies were in sympathy with them in regard to this 
matter, but they did not point to any solution of the 
difficulty. They would certainly like to see the sale of 
instruments by makers stopped as far as unauthorised 
persons were concerned, but {he did not think they 
could go any further in the matter that day. [The sub- 
ject was not further discussed }. 

The SecreTArY read a letter from Dr. McCall regret- 
ting that he could not get away to attend the meetings 
of the Association, and placing his resignation before 
the meeting. 

The PRESIDENT said he was very sorry, as he was sure 
they all were, to lose Dr. McCall, and he was afraid 
they had no alternative, but to accept the resignation. 

The resignation was received with regret. 


THE Proposep BRITISH VETERINARY SOcrETY. 


The SEcRETARY read letters relating to the above 
matter. He said they had all seen an outline of the 
scheme, and it rested with them that day to say 
whether they approved of it or disapproved of it. 

The PRESIDENT said he thought that meeting should 
express approval or otherwise of amalgamation. 

Mr. J. F. Stmpson said he thonght the matter was one 
for serious consideration. Their local societies were 
doing good work—work both instructive, profitable, and 
enjoyable, and to his mind the important question was, 
what effect it would have on the local societies, and on 
the old established National Veterinary Society—a 
Society which had done such good work in the past. 
If there was to be specialists’ work conducted he could 
not see why that should not be done through the 
National Society. He did not believe in the establish- 
ment of new societies merely for the sake of altering 
the name. As good work could be done in the National 
Society as in the British Society, and, to his mind, 
the whole thing merely amounted to a question of 
name. He believed there was a strong feeling in some 
quarters in favour of the scheme, out he (Mr. Simp- 
son) had acted as Secretary and ‘Treasurer in connec- 
tion with certain existing societies, and speaking as 
Treasurer of the National Society, he might say that 
he had had considerable trouble in getting the sub- 
scriptions in. Now if there were = number of local 
societies in connection with which the subscriptions, 
perhaps for excusable reasons, were slow at coming 
in, and if there were members of the National Society 
who did not pay their subscriptions properly, what 
would become of the British Society, because he took 
it that members would first pay their subscriptions to 
the local societies, than to the National, and the 
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British would come last. To his mind it was putting 
an unfair tax upon the members of the profession to 
have to give up their local meetings, from which great 
benefit was derived, in order to be merged in a Society 
called the British, which would probably have three or 
four day meetings in the year, and there were many 
practitioners who could not afford to be three or four 
days away from their own work in order to attend this 
new Society. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. SaMSON said that as one who attended meetings 
of the various Societies in addition to those of the Cen- 
tral and the Royal Counties Association, he might say 
that they found a great difficulty up to the present time 
in getting what he would call good attendances. They 
had not a good attendance that day, and when they con- 
sidered the number of members connected with the 


rofession throughout the country, and when they | 


ooked at the list of members connected with the 
National Society he thought it was a matter of great 
regret that the attendances were so small. He was of 
opinion that there was no room for another Society 
unless it was intended to absorb into it that Ass ciation, 
which, he considered, would not wash at all. 

Mr. Smpson, in reference to a question, said the 
National Society was distinct from the local Societies 
except that the Presidents and Secretaries of all local 
Associations were ex oficio members of the Council of 
the National. 

Mr. HuRNDALL said he was inclined to very much 
sympathise with the views laid before them by Mr. 
Simpson. He had tried to understand what advantages 


were likely to accrue from the establishment of another | 


Society but had been unable todo so. If a little more 
vitality was to be thrown into their work then it could 
be done through the National Society. Why did not 
those co-operating with Dr. Bradley in the new move- 
ment throw a little more stimulus into the National in 
order that the National might the better carry out the 
work which this proposed new Association was supposed 
to carry on. He could not see what Dr. Bradley offered 
to them in the formation of this new society except an 
extra opening of the purse for subscriptions. He had 
not seen anything in the proposal to encourage one to 
extend to it their support. He was quite in sympathy 
with the views expressed by Mr. Simpson and Mr. Sam- 
son. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. 8. H. Stocock said his ideas might appear a little 
antagonistic to those which had been expressed by other 
members, but he should like to propose that that Society 
should consider the proposals of the proposed Society and 
should appoint members to attend the meeting in 
Harrogate. He would, at the same time, suggest that 
that Society express the opinion they they would not 
support anything that was at all antagonistic to the 
local societies. He (Mr. Slocock) was a strong supporter 
of the local societies and of the National Society, and 
he could not, for the life of him, see where the neces- 


represented when the new proposals were brought 


forward. He thought they might send two members | 


who would protect the interest of the local and National 
Societies. 
Mr. Suiptey seconded. He said he had spoken on a 


former occasion very much in favour of the amalgama- | 
i societies with the National | 
Societies should retain their | 


tion of the veterinar 

Society provided all the 
own independance. He would say at once that he 
would never associate himself with any Society which 
sought to rob the other Societies of their inde 
He agreed, however, that they should send delegates to 
the forthcoming meeting to watch their interests and to 


hear the views brought forward about the new Society | 


of which he had heard for the first time. 





ndence. | y e 
|been brought to him because it could not eat. On 


| examination he first thought that it was simply a case 


The PrestpENt said he desired to «ssociate himself 
entirely with the remarks of the various speakers. He 
thought there was a great and helpful future in front of 
them if they could have the amalgamation of the veteri- 
nary societies. Like Mr. Shipley, he had heard of this 
proposed new society for the first time. He certainly 
thought they wanted amalgamation of the veterinary 
societies. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. SIMPSON suggested that the resolution moved by 
Mr. Slocock, and seconded by Mr. Shipley, should read 
as follows :-— 

“That this Society, while pledging itself to no specific 
action with regard to amalgamation, decides to send 
delegates to the meeting at Harrogate.” 

Mr. Stocock and Mr. Shipley assented, and the 
resolution was carried unanimously. lt was unani- 
mously decided that the following gentlemen represent 
that Society : Messrs. J. F. Simpson, 8. H. Slocock, F. G. 
| Samson, and W. Shipley. 





Pusiic HEALTH CoNGREsS. 


| The PrestpeNT announced that the Public Health 
| Congress would be held at Leeds from July 17th to 
| July 24th. The Royal Sanitary Institute and the Royal 
|Institute of Public Health would combine on this 
| occasion, 

| It was unanimously decided that Mr. J. C. Coleman 
land Mr. Villar be the delegates to attend the Congress 
l'on behalf of that Society. Also that the Treasurer be 
‘empowered to pay a proportion of the expenses of the 
| delegates out of the Society’s funds as in the previous 
year. 

New MEMBERS. 

Mr. T. M. Hunt, M.R.C.V.S., of Cholsey, was, on the 
motion of Mr. Hanks, seconded by Mr. Male, elected a 
member of the Association. 

Mr. S. Pennineton, M.R.C.V.S., of University Col- 
lege, Reading, was elected on the motion of Mr. Male, 
seconded by Mr. P. J. Simpson. 


Piace oF Next MEETING. 


It was unanimously agreed that in the event of the 
date of the next meeting of the Association—Friday, 
July 30th, being convenient to Mr. Stockman, the Chief 
Veterinary Officer of the Board of Agriculture, who had 
promised to give an explanatory address etc. on the 
investigations which had been conducted in connection 
with “Contagious Abortion” at the Laboratory of the 
Board of Agriculture, Alperton, the meeting be held at 
Alperton, and, on the motion of Mr. J. C. Coleman it 
was decided that, in the event of the date not being con- 
venient to Mr. Stockman, the next meeting be held in 
London. 


SPECIMENS. 


Mr. Coteman exhibited first the liver, heart, and 
stomach of a pig, one of many that had died each year 





sity was for the establishment of another Society. At/| from a form of diarrhea which set in about a month or 


the same time there might be sumething in the new) 


My seen and he was of opinion that that Society should | 1 
‘number of ecchymoeses, presenting a mottled appearance. 


five weeks after birth. The animal became very emacia- 
ted and died. The liver in the fresh state showed a 


The weight, of the liver was 11} ounces, and the pig 
trom which it came was ten or twelve weeks old. The 
pigs were kept in sanitary styes. 

Mr. CoLeMAN next submitted a bladder containing 
calcium salts taken from a horse which had been suffer- 
ing from shoulder lameness fer about eighteen months. 
The grooves and the head over which the flexor brachii 
tendon passes had become roughened from erosion of the 
cartilage. ; 

Another exhibit was a dog’s head. The patient had 


of loose teeth, but he subsequently found that there was 
a condition with which he was not familiar. The head 
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shown was the result of the t-mortem. What 
disease it was he was at a loss to know. None of their 
text-books described any disease siinilar, but he noticed 
in Hamilton’s “Pathology” that there was a disease 
similar to it and peculiar to pregnant women called osteo 

hia, which in many ways appeared to resemble 
the disease in the case of the dog. They would observe 
that the zygometic pressure of the temporal bone had on 
one side entirely, and on the other partly disappeared, 
the remainder being of a cartilaginous nature. The 
nasal bone and the superior maxillary were also in a 
similar condition. 

Mr. Siocock said he had found that pigs bred in close 
styes in the early months of the year thrived for the first 
two or three weeks. Then, if the pigs were still kept 
in the styes, the sow ceased to satisfy them, and they 
would be found to be thriving in the front part but 
wasting bekind, and then they got the diarrhea. The 
pigs ought to be taken out and put on good pasture 
where they could get good air and be able to run and 
obtain a favourable diet. It struck him that the case 
mentioned by Mr. Coleman was very much on a par 
with what he had stated. He was inclined to attribute 
the disease to tuberculosis, as in the particular herd of 
pigs he was thinking of they had tuberculous tenden- 
cies, 

With regard to the dog, a member pointed out that 
the teeth were in a shocking condition. He could not 
account for the cartilaginous condition of the bones of 
the jaw. 

r. COLEMAN remarked that there was no suggestion 
of the dog having received any injury. 

The PRESIDENT said the case of the dog was most 
interesting to him. The teeth were certainly in a most 
di eful state. 

n reply to Mr. Simpson, Mr. Coleman said that in 
the case of the pig the valves of the heart had no deposit 
on them, and in the case of the horse it had been living 
on grass for some time. 


TAXATION OF Motor Caks. 


Mr. W. T. Broap, referring to the Government Bud- 
get ate said it would be seen that the members of 
the medical profession were to have half the taxes on 
motor cars remitted. He thought an effort should be 
made to get the veterinary profession included. 

Mr. Samson : The members of the veterinary medical 
profession have no right to have motor cars. (Laughter, 
and hear, hear). 

Mr. Srupson promised that the matter should receive 
attention at the hands of the Parliamentary Commit- 
tee. Ifthe members of the medical profession were to 
be relieved of any part of the taxes on motor cars he 
did not see why the members of the veterinary profession 
should not be similarly relieved. He was not a sup- 
porter of motor cars, which ran over dogs, breaking 
their legs, and frightened horses. (Laughter). 

They had a member of the Council present in Mr. Ship- 
ley, who was seeking re-election to the Council in June 
next, and he was sure that that gentleman was of the 
same opinion as himself in regard to this matter. 


DENTAL INSTRUMENTS. 


Mr. BroapD mentioned a matter regarding the dentis- 
try instruments. He said he thought that several 
instruments being sent together, when they were not 
required, was unnecessary and involved useless expense 
in carriage. With regard to the shears, the jaws of the 
instrument were not wide enough, and he could not get 
behind the animal’s tooth with them. 

Mr. J.C. Coteman said he had experienced the same 
difficulty. 

It was eventually decided, on the motion of Mr. Male, 
seconded by Mr. Samson, that the President and Secre- 
tary be appointed a Sub-committee, empowered to do 








what they thought necessary, and to purchase an addi- 
tional pair of shears and gag, and box if necessary. 


THE VETERINARY MEDICAL OFFICER 
OF HEALTH. 


By J.C. Coteman, M.R.C.V.S., Swindon. 


Gentlemen,—It gives me great pleasure to see the 
medical profession represented here to-day, and also to 
meet lay gentlemen who have accepted my invitation to 
attend this meeting and to hear my paper, the discussion 
upon which, I trust, will be instructive tous all. Ihave 
chosen as the title of the paper “ The Veterinary Medical 
Officer of Health,” as being the subject nearest the 
heart of every progressive member of our profession at 
the present moment. All sciences have advanced by 
leaps and bounds during the past 30 years, but, in none 
has progress been so marked as in that of veterinary 
science. 

Until the middle of the 18th century the barber prac- 
tised many branches of medical science, but, thanks to 
the energy of our enlighened sister profession, those 
days are gone and forgotten. Our own history is of 
much more recent date ; in fact, until the year 1881 the 
most uneducated and ignorant man in the land could 
call himself a veterinary surgeon without let or hind- 
ance, if he desired so todo. The majority of the public 
have yet to learn that the members of our profession 
to-day are men of high educational and professional at- 
tainments, and would compare very favourably with the 
members of any of the other learned professions. The 
curriculum of professional studies and severe exami- 
nations to which a candidate for Membership of the 
R.C.V.S. bas to submit himself should be sufficient, 
in itself, upon his obtaining the diploma of that body, 
to commend him to public attention and respect, and 
eg appointments and certain spheres of labour should 

oe allotted to him as the only competent person to hold 
them. I would like at this stage to acknowledge that 
we owe a deep debt of gratitude to our medical brethren, 
many of whom came forward and filled chairs in our 
schools at a time when none of our own profession were 
competent to do so, and also for the individual assist- 
ance many of us have received from members of that 
noble profession. I think that it must be admitted 
that the veterinary surgeon of to-day has proved him- 
self a very apt pupil, and quite capable of being given 
the management in his own sphere of work, and the 
whole of the sister profession should recognise this, 
and assist us by advising the proper authorities to ap- 
portion to us those duties under the Public Health and 
other Acts which are undoubtedly ours by right. I am 
glad to say we have already many medical men in sym- 
pathy with us, but the large majority have yet to be 
converted. 

Since the discovery that micro-organisms or their pro- 
ducts were the cause of many, if not all, diseases ; and 
further, that many were intercommunicable from the 
lower animal to man, and vice versa, is it not apparent 
to you the great service that each could render to the 
other in elucidating many pathological problems which 
for the want of that expert knowledge remain unsolved ? 
I do not for a moment suggest that the V.O.H. should 
in any way interfere with the duties of the M.O.H., 
whose duties should be confined to the human race and 
their requirements, and that of the V.O.H. to animals 
and their requirements. In urging the necessity of the 
pk aagrcquces oe a V.M.O.H. it would perhaps be advis- 
able to mention a few of the spheres in which his ex- 
fees knowledge would be of special value from a public 

ealth standpoint, especially as we are to-day honoured 
by the presence of so many members of the Corporation, 
many of whom are members of the Health Committee 
of that body. Firstly, a pure milk supply is of great 
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importance, it being the staple food of a large majority 
of infants and invatids. It is usually consumed in an 
uncooked condition, as boiling destroys its value as a 
nutrient ; the importance, therefore, that this article 
should be free from disease germs is manifest. 

To obtain this end it is necessary that all cows supply- 
ing milk, their sheds end yards should be mae 
inspected by V.O.H., who should be empowered to sus- 

od the supply of milk from any cow or cows suffering 
rom disease, which in his opinion would render the use 
of their milk harmful. Many people take the precau- 
tion to boil their milk to destroy germs of disease (which, 
as before stated, destroys its value as a food), but they 
forget, or perhaps never knew, that the toxins of these 
germs still remain unaffected by any amount of boiling. 
Are these harmless’? I think not. In 1879 dairies were 
brought under some form of sanitary control, and the 
Government vested the powers of inspection of the cows 
and the sanitary arrangement of their sheds in the 
veterinary surgeon, but later it was transferred to the 
M.O. This transference occurred shortly after the 
medical discovery (1) of a disease in cows, which, through 
“the ignorance of the veterinary profession,” had not 
been recognised, and the milk from which was capable of 
producing “scarlet fever” in man. Needless to say, this 
enquiry was wholly conducted by medical men, who are 
no more capable of investigating or diagnosing the 
disease of animals than we should be those affecting the 
human race. To insure freedom from contagious or 
infectious disease of the persons coming in contact with 
the milk, the cleanliness and sanitary condition of the 
milk house, cooling house and milk vessels, and also the 
precautions necessary to prevent contamination in tran- 
sit are all obviously the duties of the M.O.H. The 
examination of the cows, sheds, yards, and the general 
sanitary conditions of same, are just as obviously the 
duties of a man specially trained to the work, and this 
man can be no other than a veterinary surgeon. 

Many urban authorities have already recognised the 
absurdity of employing unskilled men to do the work of 
one specially trained, and have therefore employed 
veterinary surgeons as Dairy Inspectors, not only for the 
detection of tuberculous udders, but other diseases, 
which would render their milk unfit for human con- 
sumption, and also to see that the hygienic surround- 
ings of the cows are correct. The rural authorities, 
however. from whom the bulk of town milk is obtained, 
have not yet awakened to the importance “f this change 
in officers, whether from indifference or vested interests, 
fearing then we should get rid of their tuberculous stock 
and insist upon practical cleanliness, [ know not. Many 
of you will remember when Dr. Wilcockson, at one of 
our meetings, brought to our notice a report respecting 
an outbreak of diphtheria at Reading, the origin and 
consequently the suppression of which had baffled the 
whole of the medical fraternity, until the assistance of a 
meinber of our profession was sought ; he not only found 
that milk from certain dairies contained a bacillus, 
which appeared to be the Klebs Locffler, but that a 
number of the cows were suffering with sore teats, and 
examination of the discharge from these revealed a large 
number of the same bacilli found in the milk. Upon 
further enquiry, it was discovered that some of the 
milkers had suffered from the disease themselves, and 
others had members of their family affected. The veteri- 
nary surgeon in question concluded that these men had 
innoculated the sores on the teats, which were acting as 
a cultivating ground, and that in the process of milking 
many of these bacilli found their way into the milk pail, 
and thus spread the disease broadcast. Very soon after 
this discovery was made, and the necessary precautions 
taken, there was a very marked decrease in the number 
of cases of diphtheria in Reading. Many medical men 
have diagnosed diphtheria in the cat, but I fear this is 
incorrect, and that a conclusion has been drawn too 





hastily, relying, I am afraid, too much upon the micro- 
scopical examination, which in the case of the Klebs 
Loeffier bacillus is not sufficient evidence in itself. I 
have never seen or heard or a case of true diphtheria in 
acat. Again, medical men advocate the use of milk 
from one cow upon which to rear an infant. This un- 
doubtedly would be correct if the precaution were taken 
to insure that this particular cow were free from disease, 
but assuming that it were not free, there would be far 
less danger in the consumption of this milk if mixed with 
that of 20 or 30 other cows, which are probably healthy, 
thus reducing its virulence. 

Mastitis, in its many forms, is a very common disease 
of milking cows especially, and if only one of the quar- 
ters be affected the milk from those unaffected should 
not be used for human consumption. 

Some years ago I conducted a series of experiments 
by feeding small animals upon milk procured _ cows 
suffering with a form of this disease, and in a very large 
percentage of cases they developed an inflamed bane 
and pharnyx, and the microscopical examination of 
swabs taken from these cases revealed the same strepto- 
cocci which were present in the milk upon which they 
hed been fed. 

According to the return of the General Registrar 
Office, infantile mortality is on the increase before they 
reach one year of age. This is the period in which cows’ 
milk, in a large majority of cases, forms the principal 
article of diet of infants. 


Meat INSPECTION. 


I think all present will agree with me that the present 
system is not only very inefficient, but in many cases 
unjust, and that the duties appertaining thereto are car- 
ried out by men totally incapable of filling such an im- 
portant office. 

Evidence was elicited before the Tuberculosis Com- 
mission that meat inspection duties were delegated to 
the following class of men in the places named :— 

In Battersea: 4 plumbers and 3 carpenters. 

Hackney : 2 plumbers, 1 carpenter, 1 compositor, 1 
bricklayer, 1 florist, 1 builder, 1 surveyor, and 1 stone- 
mason, 

Portsmouth : 1 butcher, 3 school teachers, 1 medical 
dispenser, 1 carpenter, and 1 tram conductor. 

To my mind, meat inspection by gentlemen of the 
above class, with one exception—that of the butcher, is 
nothing more or less than a farce. Inspection should be 
two kinds, viz., that of the live animal previous to its 
slaughter and of the carcase, the viscera of which is at 
least attached in such a manner at the time of the in- 
spection as to remove any doubt of the possibility of 
another viscera being substituted. Ido not think a few 
months of training can possibly make a man competent 
to do this work efliciently, to protect public health and 
give a just decision in so far as the owner of the carcase 
may be concerned. Now I contend that the only man 
competent to fulfil these duties and to readily discrimi- 
nate the diseased from the healthy carcase, or to at once 
detect if any portions have been removed therefrom, is 
the veterinary surgeon, whose life study such matters 
have been. As the Act at present stands, a veterinary 
surgeon may not be appointed as a meat inspector unless 
he be a M.O.H., or an Tn tor of Nuisances, except in 


Manchester and Swansea, both of which hold special and 
recent Parliamentary powers to do so. Meat inspection 
should be entirely under the surveiliance of the V.O.H. 


and his assistants until it leaves the slaughterhouse, 
when it then enters the province of the M.O.H. and his 
assistants. The ordinary medical man is just as ignorant 
of the symptoms of disease and post-mortem appearances 
of animals as we are of the same in human practice. As 
the Commission expressed it, “ Chaos is the only word 
to express the absence of system in the inspection and 
seizure of tubercular meat.” There should be uniformity 
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of inspection and stamping of all carcases throughout 
the land, und, in fairness to the British agriculturist and 
tradesman, the same should apply to foreign imports, 
whether dead or alive. I omitted to say that the foreign 
cows, from which our imported milk is obtained, should 
be subject to the same regulations we demand at home. 
The necessity of this is apparent when I tell you that 
some millions of gallons of foreign milk, as fresh, pre- 
served, and separated, and also cream, are brought to 
this country from abroad each month. 

There are many other spheres in which the V.O.H. 
advice would be of especial value, but for the sake of 
brevity I will conclude by quoting under five heads the 
classification of the duties of a V.O.H. as suggested by a 
renowned veterinary expert upon hygienic matters. 

1. Veterinary care, entire management and control 
of all horses the property of the Municipality. As head 
of the stable department he should be charged with the 
buying of all horses, provender and stable requisites ; 
he should be held responsible for all expenditure, regu- 
late the amount and character of the food, supervise the 
shoeing of the stud, and have control, including the 
engagement and dismissal of all subordinates ; in fact, 
as the official head of a department he should be saddled 
with the entire responsibility of its management and 
absolute efficiency. 

2. The inspection of all cowhouses and dairy stock. 
As Dairy Inspector he should be responsible for the 
carrying out of the law on the matter of water supply, 
light, drainage, ventilation, cubic space, flooring, and 
general cleanliness of the cowhouse and its surround- 
ings ; also for the thorough inspection of dairy stock, 
the detection of disease, the prohibition of the use of 
milk of those suffering from disease. 

3. The inspection of animals under the Diseases of 
Animals Act. Combined with the examination of 
animals affected or suspected of being affected with a 
scheduled contagious disease, the Veterinary [nspector’s 
duties include the inspection of markets and saleyards 
for animals of all kinds, and the entire responsibility for 
the efficient disinfection of these places rests upon him. 
Likewise under his supervision should come the inspec- 
tion of knackeries, disposal of the dead, and registration 
of death. 

4. The inspection of animals before and after slaugh- 
ter for the purpose of food. As Meat Inspector he must 
be responsible for the examination of meat as to its 
freedom from disease, with full powers to pass or reject 
and possess complete administrative powers in connec- 
tion with public abattoirs. In some of his work he 
meets the M.O.H. as a colleague, but not as a subordi- 
nate. In all matters of reports the V.O.H. should deal 
direct with the administrative head of the department 
concerned, or with the Committees connected with the 
particular branch for which he is responsible. 

5. In the question of sewage disposal, I think his 
advice would be of especial value. (Applause.) 


Discussion. 


The PRESIDENT said they had heard an excellent 
paper, and Mr. Coleman had put the subject before 
them in a most lucid manner from the point of view of 
the veterinary surgeon. (Hear, hear). 

Dr. SamuEL Mactean (Swindon) said he felt some- 
what bashful, being in new surroundings for the first 
time, but as the result of the kind reception accorded to 
the visitors that day he should feel more inclined than 
ever to cultivate the good fellowship of veterinary 
medical men. (Hear, hear.) As an average medical 
man himself, he agreed most heartily with everything 
Mr. Coleman had said. Mr. Coleman regretted at the 
beginning of his paper that the large bulk of the medical 

rofession required to be converted to his ideas. He, 

owever, did not think they needed very much convert- 
ing, because he thought the average medical man was 








at least, a sensible individual, and there was nothing so 
sad connected with their work as medical men than to 
see the large number of nice young people who became 
afflicted with that horrible enemy of man known as 
tubercle. He knew of instances in the town of 
Swindon where young people had, in a most unaccount- 
able manner developed this fell disease. The question 
that occurred to all of them was that there was a leak- 
age somewhere ; there was something wrong, something 
wanting and incomplete in their advanced state, and the 
transmissibility of , meee from the animal to the human 
kingdom having been proved, the means—-the best means 
of checking it ought to be one of the most important 
factors in their professional life, for, after all, preven 
tion was better than cure. (Hear, hear.) He thought 
every honest member of his profession would agree 
with him when he said that they as medical men were 
not able to get at the root of their trouble as it ap- 
proached them from the animal side of the question, 
They ought, in this matter, to meet each other half way, 
to meet each other from opposite directions, and by 
doing so they then might siktees something tangible. 
(Hear, hear.) They of the medical profession could 
study the matter in the human subject, and approach, 
as far as they dare, its relation to the animal kingdom, 
but they certainly as honest men ought to stop there 
when they came to the borderland, and leave the other 
side of the question to their brothers of veterinary 
science. (Hear, hear.) He was perfectly certain as an 
ordinary member of the medical profession, that they 
were united in recognising the importance of dealing 
with the question of disease among animals and its effect 
upon the human kingdom. But he would be worse than 
useless if he endeavoured to grapple with an outbreak 
of disease among animals, for he would be vasting his 
own time and that of everybody else concerned, and 
he was perfectly certain that that was the attitude which 
nearly every average member of his profession took up. 
He hoped that meeting would go a long way toward 
solving the difficulty, for, after all, its solution rested to 
a very large extent with the members of the veteri- 
nary profession themselves. He was of opinion that the 
members of the veterinary profession ought to have 
stated their ideas with regard to this matter with greater 
emphasis in the past. (Hear, hear.) He hoped a great 
many more members of the veterinary profession would 
seriously take up these ideas and force them forward, 
and there was no honest man, he thought, either of the 
profession or of the laity who could bring forward any 
argument with any sense in it against the ideas and 
principles expressed in Mr. Coleman’s paper. (Applause). 
He was glad to have had the opportunity of saying 
these few words, though, as he had stated, he felt some- 
what bashful. (Applause.) 

Mr. Samson said he thought Mr. Coleman had hit 
the right nail on the head. There was no doubt that 
there was a great deal that ought to be done in the 
direction indicated by Mr. Coleman. In some places 
the Act with regard to animals was carried out, and in 
some places it was not. They did not only want inspec- 
tion of animals, both alive and dead, in the towns, but 
they also wanted similar inspection in the outlying dis- 
tricts. As things were now cattle could be killed and 
brought into country parishes in the night and passed 
off without any inspection at all. Even in the towns 
where there was inspection a cow might be taken out of 
the shed because she had tuberculosis. She would be 
sent away to a neighbouring village market and sold 
there. That ought not to be. Ifa proper and thorough 
system of inspection were carried out throughout the 
country these things would not and could not occur, 
and perhaps thousands of deaths now taking place as 
the result of tubercular disease might be prevented. 
(Applause). 
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Mr. SHIpLey remarked that he quite agreed with 
all Mr. Coleman had said, and was pleased to hear the 
remarks of their doctor friend, Mr. Maclean. He fully 
appreciated the doctor’s remarks with reference to the 
dealing with an outbreak of disease among cattle. It 
was the familiarity with which the veterinary surgeon 
could approach the cowshed that enabled him to deal 
with an outbreak of disease there. It was of great im- 
portance that the work of inspection should be carried 
out by properly qualified inspectors. Only a few days 
ago he went into a dairy where the dairyman was 
cooling his milk and running his finger along the 
tubes at the point where the milk ran over, and he 
noticed that the man’s hands were covered with the 
feces from the cow. It was absolutely necessary that 
cleanliness should be observed in these matters. There 
was auother case where inspector was, he believed, a 

lumber. This man went to a house to remove some 
ook. there having been scarlet fever in the place. 
The man packed the material on to his cart, and on 
the way jumped off to inspect some meat in a butcher’s 
shop. The butcher, a sensible man, requested the 
“inspector” to leave, as his customers would not enter 
his shop while he was there under such conditions. 
That man might easily have taken infection into that 
shop. He agreed it was most essential that properly 
qualified men should be appointed to attend to these 

dties. (Applause). 

The Mayor said he quite agreed with the ‘remarks 
made by Mr.Coleman. The question of disease among 
animals was becoming more and more serious, and he 
concurred with what Dr. Maclean had said, that its solu- 
tion was almost entirely in the hands of the veterinary 
profession. He (the Mayor) bad known Mr. Coleman 
for some years, and he knew him to be a practitioner 
highly esteemed by his clients. 

Capt. Orrorp, of the Royal Artillery, expressed 
agreement with the views and principles advanced by 
Mr. Coleman, and remarked that in the Army when 
anything was found wrong with the meat they sent for 
the medical officer; they did not trouble about the 
veterinary officer who was seldom in_ barracks. 
(Laughter). 

Mr. Stmpson said he thought they owed a deep debt 
of gratitude to Mr. Coleman for having brought such an 
interesting and instructive, and such a practical paper 
before them that day. (Hear, hear). It was a subject 
which was very seriously exercising the minds of the 
veterinary profession, and those who represented the 
profession, namely, the Vouncil of the Royal College. 
A remark made by Dr. Maclean in his speech came 
home to him, and that was when he said that they as a 
veterinary profession were not asserting themselves 
sufficiently, and that they were, to some extent, to blame 
for not putting forward their views and their rights as 
they might have done. They had asserted themselves 
on many occasions, but he very much feared that they 
were not met by the Local Government Board in that 
friendly spirit with which Dr. Maclean had met them 
that day. There seemed to be a desire on the part of 
the Local Government Board to recognise the veterinary 
surgeons as little as they possibly could, and to keep 
the whole matter in the hands of the medical profess- 
ion. They did assert themselves on one occasion 
which he called to mind, with success. He was delega- 
ted to see the Scottish Minister, Lord Balfour of Bur- 
leigh, with regard to the Scottish Public Health Bill. 
They were asked, Why did not they assert themselves 
when the London Public Health Bill was before Parlia- 
ment so that they could have a precedent to show that 
the veterinary surgeon ought to be recognised in the 
Scottish Bill? Well, they were successful in regard to 
that Scottish Bill, for that Bill gave powers in regard 
to their profession which were not in the London Bill. 








In conclusion, Mr. Simpson expressed his ment 
that the veterinary surgeon should certainly have the 
privilege and right of inspecting meat and dairies. 
geass) : 

t this point the further discussion of the paper was 
adjourned to the next meeting of the Association, and a 
very hearty vote of thanks having been accorded Mr. 
Coleman for preparing and reading the paper, and 
that gentleman having replied, the meeting closed. 


THE VETERINARY SURGEONS’ ACT (1881) 
AMENDMENT BILL. 


Sir,—In accordance with a resolution passed by the 
Executive Committee appointed by the Grand Com- 
mittee organised to oppose the proposed Veterinary 
Surgeons’ Act (1881) Amendment Bill, I herewith en- 
close a copy of a petition recently presented to His 
Majesty’s Most Honourable Privy Council.—I remain, 
sir, yours faithfully, 

J. Sutrctirre HurgNDALL. 

Hon. Sec. to Committee organised to oppose the 

proposed V.S.A. (1881) Amendment Bill. 


To the Lord President and Members of His Majesty's 
most honourable Privy Council. 


2, Cornwall Gardens Stables, 
South Kensington, S.W., 
April 29th, 1909, 


IN re PROPOSED 


VETERINARY SurGEoNS’ Act (1881) AMENDMENT 
BILL. 


Your Lordships’ humble petitioners the 880 Fellows 
and Members of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons whose names are hereafter mentioned, most 
respectfully beg your Lordships’ consideration of their 
objections to the proposed Veterinary Surgeons’ Act 
(1881) Amendment Bill, now, or shortly to be, submitted 
for your Lordships’ approved. 

The petitioners are unanimously opposed to the said 
Bill and for the following reasons : 

1. Because it would destroy the implied contract 
between existing Members of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons, and the Royal College itself under 
which every Member who has passed the various exam- 
inations of the Royal College and paid his registration 
fee is free to practise his profession for the remainder 
of his natural life without further fee or contribution. 

2. Because the promoters of the Bill have never ad- 
duced any precise evidence of the need of a further sum 
of £3,000 per annum nor of the manner in which it 
would be spent, and your Lordships’ petitioners are 
fully convinced that great economies in the administra- 
tion of the existing income are possible. Granting even 
that an increased income could profitably be used the 
petitioners suggest that such income should be raised by 
a moderate increase in the examination fees and the 
imposition of an annual fee on new members entering 
the Veterinary profession instead of by the methods 
suggested in the Bill. 

3. Because the promoters of the Bill wish to fix the 
fee unalterably at a sum of one guinea per annum and 
so place it beyond the power of the profession or even 
of the Council to control reckless or improper expendi- 
ture by varying the sum in accordance with current 
needs except by the expedient of obtaining a further 
Act of Parliament. It has been proposed that the fee 
should be “Such an amount, not exceeding one guinea, 
as may from time to time be fixed by the Council of 
the Royal College.” This the promoters have always 
refused to accept. 
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4. Because the veterinary profession has not been 
afforded any opportunity of recording its feeling:om the 
Bill as it now exists. In July, 1907, a circular was 
issued by the Royal College asking the Members to 
record their votes for or against an annual Registration 
fee. An active canvass in favour of such a fee had then 
been in operation for many months, but no Draft, Bill 
was in existence or had been submitted to the profess- 
ion. Any vote then taken was therefore purely 
academic. Ever since the Bill was introduced, more- 
over, it has been undergoing drastic revision, so that 
very little of its original substance remains. The Coun- 
cil of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, at its 
meeting on January 8th, 1909, so far recognised, the 
need for submitting the revised Bill to the veterinary 

rofession as to pass a resolution (proposed by the 
President) empowering its sub-Parliamentary Committee 
to send out a copy of the Bill to every practitioner 
whose name is on the Register “including a request for 
their support of the Bill.” This, however, has not been 
done. Your Lordships’ petitioners respectfully submit 
that a measure of such far-reaching import should not 
have been laid before your Lordships without the clearly 
expressed approval ofa large majority of the Veterinary 
profession. They also claim that the results of elections 
to the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons, and, still more clearly, of private canvasses, 
clearly establish that no such majority in favour of the 
Bill exists. 

5. Because the promotion of the Bill, containing 
further extensive penal clauses, has caused a deep-seated 
feeling of distrust amongst agriculturists throughout the 
country who fear that the Veterinary Profession is aim- 
ing at an absolute monopoly so that, in spite of:tho 
recent deletion of these provisions, the Highland and 


Agricultural Society of Scotland at its meeting of April 
7th, 1909, unanimously passed a resolution in favour of 
asking Parliament : 

(1) ““ThatSection 17, Sub-section 1, of the Veteri- 
nary Surgeons Act of 1881 be amended so as to conform 

recisely to the corresponding penal clause in the 
Medical Act 1858, 2.¢., that the following words in the 
second last line of the Sub-section be omitted, namely, 
“or any branch thereof,” and 

(2) “That a clause be added to the Bill providing 
that prosecutions for alleged illegal practice under the 
Veterinary Surgeons Act be subject to the sanction of 
the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries in Great Britain 
and of the Department of Agriculture and Technical 
Education in [reland.” 

Many other agricultural associations, in sympathy 
with the Highland and Agricultural Society, will prob- 
ably support these propositions, and the continued pro- 
motion of the Bill therefore will expose the Veterinary 
profession to the loss of a large measure of such protec- 
tion from unqualified practice as it has hitherto en- 
joyed. Your Lordships’ petitioners view the position 
thus created with the most serious alarm, and venture 
very respectfully but most earnestly to express the hope 
that in view of all the circumstances your Lordships 
may conclude the interests of the veterinary profession 
will best be served by not lending support to the further 
prosecution of the measure. 


And your Lordships’ petitioners will ever humbly pray 


Signed by The Members of the Executive 
Committee organised to oppose the herein 
mentioned Bill. 


For and on behalf of the undermentioned Fellows and 





Members of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 





DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 


1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 




































































i Foot- Glanders Rabies. sg 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases Sheep} swine Fever. 
Period. Disease. Faroy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out-| Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Ont- Ont. Slau b- 
breaks) mals. fbreaks| mals. jbreaks| mals. Dogs. | Other breaks) breaks.| tered * 
! =— & a — - ee. ee OE: Aa See 
Gr.BRITAIN. Week ended May 8 1.) 84. 10,36 21 46 | 395 
1908 30 37 16 48 8 55 247 
Corresponding week in 1907. 38 51 22 34 os 71 | 336 
' Peer a ee es 9 OD: fF O8 moe Se Ae SF [or 34 | 182 
} 
Total for 19 weeks, 19(9 es -- | 545 734 | 239 | 932 433 606 5614 
1908 461 635 3 | 112 297 1015 616 654 3388 
Corresponding period in { 1907 446 614 354 791 382 809 4105 
1906 377 597 405 760 271 439 2228 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Parasitic Mange. 
May 11, 1£09. Outbreaks. 
IRELAND. Week ended May1l] .-. | | s Mi ° . 9 f:: 
1908 .. 1 1 1 5 172 
Corresponding Week in 1907 oe ee 3 1 16 
i, swede cineca _\ 1906 on ee 2 6 | 101 
Total for 18 weeks, 1909 2| 2 ae aes 37 262 12 117 
1908 ak os be 19 245 68 1378 
Corresponding period in 1907 on ee $i 40 150 49 908 
19066 2 2 2 8 33 129 21 361 


























Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction forIreland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, May 5, 1909 


Nors.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. 


* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection, 
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Claim for Alleged Horse Poisoning— 
Mouldy Maize. 


Before His Honour Judge Henry Hamilton, at Lan- 
caster County Court on Friday, May 7th. The claim 
was for £100 damages, alleged to have been sustained 
by the loss of three horses belonging to the plaintiff 
the Lancaster and District Tramways Co., who alleged 
they had been poisoned f the provender supplied by 
the defendants, Messrs. T. Jackson & Sons, Corn Mer- 
chants, Damside Street, Lancaster, the claim taking the 
form of an action for breach of warranty in respect to a 
contract made in September 1908, or in the alternative, 
negligence. Mr. E. W. Wingate Saul (instructed b 
Messrs. Clark, Oglethorpe & Sons) was for the plaintiff, 
and Mr. Pope (instructed by Mr. J. T. Sanderson ) for 
the defendants. 

Mr. Wingate Saul, for the plaintiffs said the company 
ran the tramcars between Lancaster and Morecambe. 
During the summer months, in spite of the fact that 
there were two railways between Lancaster and More- 
cambe, a large number of cars were run between the two 
towns. Their stables weresituated at Morecambe, and 
there the horses were kept. For the summer traffic a 
larger number of cars were run and there were also 
charabancs and wagonettes to enable visitors to see the 
country. Last year there were 124 horses, at the end of 
the season it was customary to sell the horses which 
were not required, only sufficient horses being retained 
to work the winter traffic. The provender was an im- 
portant matter, and tenders were invited from local corn 
dealers, who were asked to tender for three, six, or nine 
months. In the summer months the provender had 
been supplied by Messrs. W. & J. Pye, whose contract 
ended on September 30th, 1908. Messrs. Jackson sent 
in a tender on September 25th for crushed oats, crushed 
beans, oil dust, bran, and split Indian corn, with samples, 
and the tender was accepted for three months, the fact 
being notified by the secretary of the company. The 
poorenneee was ordered by the secretary, who received 
rom the manager of the stables an estimate as to the 
amount required each week. A counterfoil order book 
was kept, and the order was posted to the contractor 
each Wednesday. On the Thursday morning a man 
was sent with a horse and lorry, and a delivery note for 
the provender. When it arrived at the stables the pro- 
vender was mixed together and put into sacks, one 

iven to each stableman for ten horses, to last the week. 

he provender supplied by Messrs. Pye lasted till Oct., 
2nd. The first order was sent to defendants, on Septem- 
ber 30th, and delivered on October 2ad, viz. 8 loads of 
crushed oats, 43 loads split Indian corn, 24 loads split 
beans, and a bag of bran. As soon as the provender 
was delivered it was noticed by the stable foreman it 
was not as good provender as Messrs. Pye supplied. He 
made a complaint to the manager, who telephoned to 
Messrs. J nm and communicated the complaint to 
them. They said that the provender was according to 
sample. On October Ist, the annual sale of surplus 
horses took place, but only a few of the horses were 
sold, and the consequence was more horses were left on 
the company’s han A supplementary order was sent 
to Messrs. Jackson, including, 44 of bran, Stas 
of split Indian corn, and a cwt. of oil dust. Messrs 

e's — finished on October 2nd. Three days 

ter the horses had begun to feed on Jackson’s proven- 
der, on October 5th one of the horses, a mare nam 
“ Pepper Box” started to be ill, it was noticed she had 
a staring coat and was shivering ; when the temperature 
was taken it was 102°4. Mr. Robertson veterinary sur- 
geon for the company was sent for, and advised she 
should be put on a bran diet and be given a fever pow- 
der. This was done and the horse improved a little. 
On October 8th there was a further consignment of pro- 


vender from Messrs. Jackson, including of loads of 
split Indian corn, besides beans and bran. On Octeber 
9th the mare “ Pepper Box” was again ill, and another 
horse “ Charlie” was also ill and could not be worked. 
The following day Mr. Robertson was again sent for, 
“ Pepper Box ” was breathing rapidly, and her tempera- 
ture was 107. Six other horses also became: ill, 
“Charlie” “Dan” “Roger” “Minnie” “ Major” and 
“Baby.” These six horses had all high temperatures, 
and were purging freely. Mr. Robertson inspected the 
food of the animals, and found that the oats weredirty, 
the beans contained parasites, and the split [Indian eorn 
was partly fermented and mouldy, and the corn in the 
centre of the sack was warm. Mr. Robertson gave instruc- 
tions for the mangers to be cleaned out, and the horses 
only to be fed on chopped hay and oats. On noaceount 
was more Indian corn to be given to them. 

Mr. Peel, the manager of the Tramway Co. arranged 
with Mr. Lawson ye ig for an interview, and drove 
him to the stables where he showed him the provender. 
He said the beans should never have been sent, they 
had not been properly cleaned. He promised to send 
some English beans in a fortnight ; but he was he 
could not let them have any more {ndian corn then. 
After examining the inside of a corn he said, I Sevens 
this is what is doing the damage ; he sent for the Indi 
corn and beans the next day. No more Indian corn ‘wes 
ordered. On October 19th “ — box” was worse, 
and “ Major” had a temperature of 106, was. breathing 
quickly and showing marked symptoms of kidoey 
trouble ; while “ Baby ” had a temperature of 103, and 
was similarly affected. He mentioned these» horees 
because they afterwards died. “Pepper Box” on Oct. 
20th, “Major” on November 3rd, and “Baby”! on 
December 29th. A post-mortem was held on * Pep er 
Box” in the knackers yard. She had wasted to 
and bone, and died of septic pneumonia. On October 
26th the solicitors wrote intimating that the defendants 
would be held responsible for the death of “ Pepper 
Box.” Defendants solicitor replied that the serious 
allegations against the defendants must be proved, or 
the plaintiff company would take the consequences..of 
the “ee T vd rine “the a : ney “e tly 
according to sample and very good quality ; if preperly 
used it could never be injurious to the horses.” Further 
correspondence indicated that the defendants .were 
notified of the ony vem post-mortems, and 
exchanged samples of the provender which was. 
to have damaged the horses. Examining a sauiple of 
Indian corn in the Tramway Co’s. offices, Mr. Lawson 
Jackson had denied that it was supplied by their firm, 
and suggested it was whole and not split, but that was 
not the case. The fact that Mr. Jackson described ‘the 
sample as “ damaged Indian corn” supported the plain; 
tiffs’ case. Mr. Wingate Saul mentioned that there 
were about 28 horses sold at the sale, and it was decided 
that the majority of the others should be sent out. to 
gues. They were put on chopped hay and bran, but 

ad no Indian cern. On October 7th four were sent to 
Cockerham, four to Holleth, and 14 to Scorton; the 
other horses were more or less ill. Of the horses sent 
away three died, but one was from ordinary pneumoni 
another from twisted bowel, and another was drow 
in a bog. Twelve other horses which had {Indian orn 


. | were sent out to Quernmore ; five of them became soill 


that they had to be brought home to the company’s 
stables at Morecambe on a float. They were ill, and 


ed | even when they recovered their wind was affected. . The 


company claimed £35 damages for “ Pepper Box” and 
“Major” and £26 for “ Baby” which was an older 
horse. Scientific witnesses would be called to give the 
result of experiments on the Indian corn. } 
were put in gelatine, and a growth resulted 





e that the corn was improper food. for. horses. 
wing to the growth of organisms someting was set, up 
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inside the horses which degenerated the intestines, 
weakening the resisting power of the horses, and result- 
ing in septie pneumonia. Mr. Wingate Saul intimated 
that the claim had been restricted to £100 to enable it 
to be tried in the County Court. 

Evidence was given by John Raunsby Firth, secretary 
to the Company, to the transactions with the defendant 
and the correspondence ; also to the samples of the 
Indian corn being sent to Professor Williams at 
Liverpool. 

Witness, in cross-examination, said the Company had 
between 1898 and 1908 been large customers of the 
defendant and might have spent £6,317. 

John Whineray, tramway conductor, spoke to deliver- 
ing samples to Mr. Firth. ” 

illiam Lang, foreman at the Tramway Stables, said 
he at once complained of the defendants’ provender. 
Four days after the horses had been fed on it they 
dropped their heads and would neither eat nor drink. 
Mr. Robertson ordered the fever powder and bran mash, 
and told him that the Indian ‘corn was poisonous and 
would kill all the horses they had got. When- Mr. 
Lawson Jackson saw the provender he said that Harry 
should never have sent such beans, and he would get 
some English beans in a fortnight. He then split up 
some Indian corn and said he would get some more. He 
sent for the Indian corn and beans that day. 

In cross-examination witness said that there was a 
large quantity of manure always in the yard, but not 
400 tons. He did not know that there had been com- 
plaints from the Sanitary Inspector that it was in an 
abominable condition. When the carcase of “ Pepper 
Box” was taken away the stables were disinfected. They 
had no sick horses when using Pye’s provender. 

Edward Richardson, employée of the Company, said 
he hel to mix the provender. 

Frederick Cottingham Peel, manager of the Company, 
descri the condition of the provender. The beans 
were full of bugs. When Lawson Jackson saw the 
Indian corn he said “I sup this is what has done 
the damage.” He said he would take it back and send 
crushed oats in its place. Mr. Peel valued the three 
animals at £96. Nearly the whole of the horses in the 
stable were more or less affected by the disease. 

Cross-examined : Defendants might have supplied 
provender worth £6,000 since 1898. He would be sur- 
prised to hear that the Indian corn in question came in 
one o from the River Plate to the Lune, and was 
shared by Pye’s and other dealers in Lancaster. There 
was no influenza epidemic amongst their horses last year. 
No report of insanitation in the stable yard had been 
made to him. They sold their manure regularly. 

Mr. J. D. Robertson, veterinary surgeon to the com- 
pany and to the County Council, gave evidence to exam- 
ining the horses and the provender. The Indian corn 
was partly fermented and partly moulded. Towards 
the centre ot the sack it was warm. In consequence he 
gave instruction to the foreman that no more Indian 
corn was to be given. “ Pepper Box” was literally skin 
and bone when she died. 

ibing post-mortems he said the external surface 

of the lungs were slate green in colour. There were 
on the lungs and the intestines, and the cause 

of death was blood poisoning, septiceemia, and septic 
pneumonia, due to the action of the moulds in the Indian 
corn, which was improper food. The death of “ Major” 
was due to septic pneumonia aggravated by heart 
disease, the primary cause being improper food. 
“Baby ” died from pronounced blood poisoning of the 
liver. Witness uced test tubes showing the results 
in gelatine from samples of the corn taken from the 
storeroom at the stables ; and others taken from the 
corn sent in as tenders to the directors. In the former 
case there was a growth on the ee. and in fourteen 
days the gelatine was liquid. Another tube contained 





pertonions agar (Japanese isinglass) with similar results, 
he Indian corn from the directors offices was dry in 
the gelatine showing the sample had been sound. 

Witness, in reply to His Honour, said the conclusion 
he drew from the experiments was that the corn he saw 
at the Tramway stables on October 10th was utterly 
unfit for food for horses or for any other animals, 
Moulds on the corn caused an irritant action on the 
mucous membrane of the bowels, and would produce 
ptomaine and which would gain access to the horse’s 
circulation. This had the effect of lowering the horse’s 
system so that the invasion of various other germs, 
which were always present in the intestines, became an 
accomplished fact, and produced marked effects. Some 
of these germs were well-known to be septic in character, 
producing abdominal pain and colic. 

fn cross-examination he said he had twenty years 
experience of Lancaster and Morecambe Tramway Com- 
pany, he had never known disease to break out in one 
stable without affecting the other Company’s horses, 
The Morecambe Company’s horses remained qnite 
healthy. 

Mr. Pope: Do you believe ordinary pneumonia is 
infectious !—No, not in its common form. 

Do you agree that moulds can be grown in gelatine 
from any horse’s food !—Not like these without you have 
certain conditions in the food. 

What do you suggest to be the result of your tests !— 
I suggest that the corn supplied to the directors was 
clean corn free from moulds ; I suggest that the corn 
taken from the store room was not free from mould. 

Prof. Williams, F.R.C.V.S., Ex-President R.C.VS., 
veterinary surgeon to the King, Professor Veterinary 
Science at Liverpool University, and Ex-irincipal of 
the Veterinary College, Edinburgh, then gave expert 
evidence for the plaintiffs. He received a box of maize 
from the plaintiff’s solicitors on Nov. 15th. A very 
large proportion was affected with moulds visible to the 
naked eye. He also observed that the parts affected by 
the moulds were considerably destroyed as regards sub- 
stance. He placed portions of the seemingly healthy 
maize in the tube Lge wn is It had simply become 
drier. He produced another tube of diseased grain, 
showing that though in want of moisture the power of 
growth of the seemingly inert fungi had not been lost. 
He picked some grain out with sterilised forceps, and 
mixed it with sterilised water. He poured the water on 
to bread which he had rendered sterile so far as human 
caution could, and he produced the bread, showing 
mould growing upon it which must have come from the 
diseased grain. He took another diseased grain and 
washed it in sterile water, then inoculating it on agar 
agar, which he now produced, showing a growth of 
moulds and bacteria of various kinds. The agar agar 
if not contaminated would have been exactly like clear 
jelly. The fungi in the various tubes handed up showed 
the bad condition of the grain. 

Mr. Wingate Saul : hat are the effects of the 
moulds or the bacteria ‘—Firstly, they cause much 
destruction of the nutritive part of the grain, and 
render it of much less value for feeding pu , con- 
verting the starchy portions into sugar pe breaking 
down large portions of it, consequently you buy a 
SS of it and don’t get a halfpennyworth of 
ood out of it. In many cases the sugars are converted 
into alcohols. 

His Honour: Not in a sufficient quantity to be taxed? 
(Laughter).—No. 

Mr. Wingate Saul: What effect would the bacteria 
have on the horses eating the grain?—The moulds 
give off a poisonous material either toxin or ptomaine, 
commonly called poison. Large moulds are commonly 
seen growing on trees and in fields. They are called 
toad stools or fungi. They are very fatal, bat some 
forms are not fatal, they are indigestible. The effect 
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on the horses aoting the mouldy corn would be this. 
[n all probability the first thing which would happen 
was irritation of the kidneys, and excessive disc 
of urine, or a form of diabetes. As a resuls of the 
excessive discharge there would be great thirst and 
purging, and probably colic. The animal would lose 
condition, would rapidly become debilitated, this being 
most marked in the bowels : and then other organisms 
which do little harm so long as the animal is healthy, 
might invade territory they have no right to be in and 
cause most serious effects. Witness quoted appendicitis 
asan example of what he meant, and proceeded to say 
that pathologists knew how to class septicemia—due to 
septic organisms—from a septicemic blood poisoning 
from other organisms. He examined a portion of the 
first horse’s lungs and though treated with “ formalin” 
he could see with the naked eye that they had been 
diseased. j k 

Have you any doubt in your own mind what the 
horses suffered from primari y was by eating this grain 
in the condition in which you have described it !—No. 

Before the cross-examination of witness began His 
Honour intimated that the case must be adjourned. _ 

Mr. Pope appealed for a special Court next day. His 
filed defence was that the provender supplied was quite 
proper food for the horse and free from any defects 
which would render harmful injuries ; and that there 
was no negligence. His professional witnesses would 
include Sir John M‘Fadyean, President of the R.C.V.S. 
London ; Prof. Penberthy, Ex-President R.C.V.S.; Mr. 
Alf. Smetham, Official Analyst,tCorn Association, Liver- 
pool ; Mr. G. M. Davey, M.R.C.V.S., Liverpool. They 
would give contradictory evidence. 

The case was adjourned to a date te be convenient 
to both parties. 





Shoeing Competition at Ipswich. 


The forge of Mr. A. A. Girling, R.S.S., Wolsey Street, 
Ipswich, presented a busy scene on Saturday afternoon, 
May Ist., the occasion being an examination of shoeing- 
smiths, under the auspices of the Worshipful Company 
of Farriers. There were competitors from several 
parishes in the district, the occasion being deemed of 
considerable importance amongst shoeing-smiths, who 
value very highly the right of adding “R.S.S.” at the end 
of their names as a guarantee to the public of their all- 
ronnd efficiency in theircalling. Mr. Girling, who holds 
that certificate, readered good service in granting the 
use of his forge, so centrally situated. 

The objects of the registration are for advancement 
of technical knowledge of the structure of the foot of 
the horse, and the principles of good shoeing. Each 
candidate was required to possess an adequate know- 
ledge of the minute structures of the foot of the horse, 
and in addition to qualify himself in making and fixing 
a fore shoe, and make a hind shoe ; he was also exam- 
ined in the preparation of the horse’s foot, and the pro- 
per “ fitting ” of a shoe. 

The examination was conducted by Mr. F. L. Gooch 
F.RC.V.S, of Stamford, who was able to recommen 
the following for the R.S.S. certificate :—A. J. Whiting, 
of 64, Cauldwell Hall Road, Ipswich ; D. W. Southgate, 
of Surveyor’s Department, Corporation of ine 3 J. 
C. Knights, Helmingham ; B. E. Stannard, Holbrook ; 
J. Stevenson, Framlingham ; F. R. Hoskins, Bacton ; 
F. Lummis, Freston ; and R. J. Alderton, Thetford. 

Since the meeting held at the Mansion House in 1390, 
under the chairmanship of the then Lord Mayor, Sir 
Joseph Savory, when thescheme was inangurated, it has 
continued to make great progress, and the R.SS. certifi- 
cate is now generally recognised among horse-owners as 
evidence of the efficiency of the holder. 


It may be mentioned that Mr. Horace L. Roberts, 
F.R.C.V.8., of Ipswich, had the candidates for 
examiaation, giving instruction at his class in the tech- 
nical structure of the foot of the horse. The candidates 
all seem to have greatly appreciated his efforts, and the 
successful issue of the examination was in no small 
measure due to Mr. Roberts’ tuition.—Zast Anglian 

ily Times. 


Harness Horse Parade at Minehead. 


The sixth annual harness-horse parade at Minehead 
was held on Wednesday, the 5th inst., and was an entire 
success. The entries were about the same in number as 
last year, 58, but each year the quality improves greatly, 
and this year there was little fault to be found even by 
the most critical. The inception of the parade and prac- 
tically’'the carrying of it out is due each year to the 
whole-hearted energy of the hon. secretary, Mr. W. 
Graham Gillam, M.R.C.V.8., to whom it is agreed on 
all hands that thanks are due for bringing about a very 
great improvement among drivers in caring for the 

orses and harness under their charge, and the parade 
has come to be regarded by all the countryside as a very 

pular yearly attraction to this pretty seaside town. 

he present parade was acknowledged to be the best 
that has ever been held. There were seven classes for 
horses, one for donkeys, and two for long service, with 
three money prizes in each, and a badge from the 
R.S.P.C.A. to first prize winners. The public subscribe 
generously, and each year a supper is given to the whole 
of the drivers. 





Insurance of Veterinary Employees under the 
Workmen's Compensation Act. 


Ata largely attended meeting of veterinary surgeons 
and master farriers, held at the Golden Bells Restaurant, 
Notting Hill Gate, on the 10th of May, 1909, Alderman 
Pope in the ehair, it was unanimously resolved to form 
a Veterinary Surgeons and Master Farriers’ Protection 
Insurance Association for the purpose of reducing the 
high annual demand made (and at the present time 
paid) for the Insurance of workmen in their employ. 

The subscription to the Association merely in order 
to cover incidental expenses, was fixed for the present 
year at 2/6, and it was stated that a most reliable insur- 
ance corporation had undertaken to insure the workmen 
in the employ of the members of.the Association at the 
rate of 14/- per £100 wages paid. 

A Committee was provisionally formed, the following 
veterinary surgeons and master farriers, amongst others, 
consenting to act: Messrs. J. Willett, 6 Harley Place, 
Marylebone, W. ; W. Murts, 12 Bishop’s Mews, Padding. 
ton, W.; W. Way, la Walgrave Road, Earl’s Court, 
S.W. ; W. Pope, 43a Addison Road North, Notting Hill, 
W.; Chas. Swift, Seal House, Pottery Lane, Notting 
Hill, W. ; Fredk. Hobday, 165 Church Street, Kensing- 
ton, W. 

Farther particulars can be obtained from any of the 
above, and applications for membership will be brought 
forward at the next meeting, which it is purposed to 
hold shortly. 


The Dentists’ Act. 


At West Ham Police Court on Tuesday, May 4 
Arthur W. Scott, of 3 Woodgrange Road, Forest Gate» 
was summoned for that he not being a mr f qualified 
medical practitioner and not being registered under the 
Dentist’s Act, 1878, did unlawfully take and usea certain 
addition and description “ Painless extractions 2s.,” im- 





plying that he was a person specially qualified to prac- 
tise dentistry. ial 
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Mr Young, who prosecuted on behalf of the Society of 
British Dentis said that defendant earried on business 
at Wood; Forest Gate, under the name of the 
and American Teeth Institute.” Mr. Pepper, 
#h inspector in the pans Aral the verge saw defendant 
ow April 16th, and upon bei ked whether he was a 
dentist, defendant answered, “Yes.” Defendant had 
outside his premises the words, “ Painless extractions,” 
which implied that he was specially qualified to prac- 
tice dentistry. His answering the inspectur that he was 
a dentist was of course another offence. 
Min: Percy Robinson, for the defence, said he could not 
dispute that the words were put up, and he could not 
di the case in the face of the decision in Barnes 
Brown. 
(Mr. Young said that defendant was convicted last 
year, ander this section. 

Mr: Robinson said that defendant was last before the 
Court for issuing a card. He at once had all those cards 
called’in. He purchased the business from a Mr. Ma- 
guire,; and the words “Painless extractions” were on 
ashow case at the side of the premises. What defend- 
ant ought to have done was to have looked round, but 
the’matter had absolutely escaped his notice. It was 
perfectly obvious that a man would not be likely to 
place’ himself in a position of jeopard knowing these 
— their eyes on him. The Senseel Medical 

neil was a governing body of dentists, and they had 
not taken any pr ings. The prosecuting Society 
‘was not even a limited company, but was formed by a 
few gentlemen wishing to put down competition. 

Mr. Gillespie said he could not look over the fact 
that there had been a previous conviction, and imposed 
« fine.of £5.and £3 3s. costs, distress, or six weeks — 
East Ham Express. 


Personal. 


In a. recent performance by the Penzance Amateur 
Dramatic Society Mr. R. Glave Saunders (who is hon. 
sec. of the Society) took the part of Corporal Brewster 
in Sir A. Conan Doyle’s “ Waterloo,” and Mr. Bellworthy 
‘in the German-Reed musical comedy “Old Knockles,” 
bh Mrs. Saunders was the Maud Coventry in the 
atter. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 





Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, May 7. 


a TerriroriaL Force. UnattTacuep List. 
°°V¥et-Capt. F. J. Taylor, from the 1st Warwickshire 
‘R.G-A. (vols.), to be Vet.-Capt. with precedence as in 
‘Volunteer Force. 

«Vet,-Lieut. H. Edie, from the Hampshire (Carabiniers) 
“LY; to be Vet.-Lieut., with precedence as in the Im- 


“perial- Yeomanry. Dated April 1, 1908. 
Vet.-Lieut. J. F. Forrest resigns his commission. 


° ‘Dated ‘March 31. 
ey aetna IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 

Buckinghamshire (Royal Bucks Hussars).—Vet. Lieut. 
W. C. Hazelton resigns his commission. 
1908. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 
beit 


~...- STRYCHNINE AND ITS USE IN PARALYSIS. 





-nBir,.es 
O81 F have read the accounts of the unexpected results of the 
use of strychnine with interest and I think after reading 
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nine, whatever may be its value as a medicinal t, is 
not the best drug to use in paralysis occurring near ‘the time 
of parturition. Personally I don’t think much of strych- 
nine at all. I have taken it after an illness, and the most 
noticeable effect it had on me was to make me jump just as 
I was going to sleep, and also to make me lie awake fora 
long time. I think the other tonics in the medicine would 
have done me just as much without the strychnine. 
A good medical book I have before me says: ‘‘ Strychnine 
should never be given in the acute stages of ysis.”’ 
I guess the ysis generally is acute at the time of par- 
turition. I have got on very well in cattle practice without 
strychnine, but have used plenty of Nux vomica. use 
strychnine at all? Caffeine is a better drug.—Yours truly, 
‘ G. Mavyatt, 





VETERINARY SURGEONS AND THE BUDGET. 
Sir, 
Being the unfortunate r of a motor car, I was 
very pleased to see Mr. Saunders’ letter in The Record. I may 
say that previous to seeing his letter I had written to our 
Member on the same subject and am now sending him on‘ 
copy of Mr. Saunders’ letter to Sir C. J. Cory, Bart., when 
possibly the two M.P.'’s may get in correspondence or in 
contact with each other. I would suggest that other 
owners of cars in the profession should take similar steps 
to obtain a rebate of this most unfair tax.—Yours truly, 
W. T. Onver, M.R.C.V.S. 
Tamworth. 
Sir, 
Mr. Lloyd George’s decision to exclude the veterinar 
surgeon from the rebate on motor car tax is, to my mind, 
one of the most unjust snubs we have received. 
Perscnally, I don’t patronise the motor industry, and 
therefore the question of its taxation does not interest me 
beyond hoping that the increase will help to sdvance the 
interest of the horse, but I keenly resent the slight to the 
profession to which I have the honour to belong, and I think 
that every true veterinarian will agree with me that our 
Council should send a deputation to offer a strenuous 
defence for us. 

I have heard it said that it was a mistake to broach the 
subject in the House, and that we should have tried for 
exemption under the head of trade. This I strongly con- 
demn. Since we area profession, anda medical profession, 
let us demand our just recognition, and hammer at the 
public and representatives of our Government until we get 
it. Surely we are no longer going to submit to being snub- 
bed into obscurity, and to allow more weight to be ow 
on the bushel which has been, and is, hiding our light. 

Let Mr. Lloyd George’s decision pass unop and we 
may be certain of having the wedge driven further. The 
time for “‘ sitting tight '’ has gone by, and it is incumbent 
on every individual member of the profession to show to 
the public that we have done, and are still doing, magnifi- 
cent work for the stockowners, and for the general health 
and welfare of the human race. Vis unita fortior. Show it 
—and hustle.—Faithfally yours, 

R. F. Wats. 


Gloucester Terrace, Hyde Park, W. 





FORTHCOMING ELECTION OF COUNCIL. 


ir, 

The election is at hand. I trust the electors will see to it 
that more of the rank and file—the masses, as it were—of 
the profession are elected, and that less Professors, Board 
of Agriculture officers, etc., will find their way to the 
Council Chamber—men in assured positions knowing very 
little of the requirements of the veteri profession as 8 
whole —Yours truly, ANK AnD Fitz. 








CoMMUNICATIONS AND Papers Recetvep.—Messrs. W. T. 
Olver, G. Mayall, L.M. Douglas. ‘“‘ Rank and File.”’ 





them many men will come to the conclusion thst strych- 


The Express (West Ham). 



















